1stissue

Sunday, September 24,2017

Nea e
My Sevownl

MYSCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Back to MySchool

First day of school colouring page

Eid-ul-Adha craft -

making a sheep mask.

MySchool Newsletter

We are going to have a ball in
Grade 1

The first few weeks of Grade 1 in the English
Department has already been very busy as our new
students have been making the transition towards
more formal work. This transition has been a big
adjustment for many students, but has been eased
by a balance of written work together with concrete
materials, crafts, stories, songs and entertaining
videos; as well as some “free time” to allow the
students to unwind.
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Learning the
formation of letter “s”

First day of school gifts to take home.

Hajj commemoration at school.

First Day of Grade 2

The pencils have been sharpened, the name tags have been written, and
butterflies have been dancing in my stomach. It was the First Day of Second
Grade for my new students, and | was probably as nervous as they were.
Every year, some things change and some things stay the same. I've
rearranged my furniture and organized and planned. In addition, | have

decorated the classroom with multi-coloured balloons and welcoming
banners.
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The first day — even the first week — of school is an adjustment period. The
students are getting to know me and | am getting to know them. We created
our classroom essential agreement as well as the playground rules. We
settled into an easy routine before the curriculum becomes fast paced and
demanding. We played two wishes and a star, sang some educational songs.
Then, they drew about the best thing they enjoyed during the summer
holiday. The kids had fun and are feeling comfortable in their new classroom
atmosphere.

WELCOME
; to Fabulous >
USECOND GRADE 3|

Looking forward to a new year

Take a peek and see what is going on Grade 5

Our first week at school was a great success. The boys and girls of Grade 5 have
done a excellent job. To start the year off on the right foot, we set up our essential
agreements for our classroom.

We also helped the new students integrate easily by designing a chart about who
they are. They wrote on sticky notes what they wish to achieve this year. We
organized our classrooms. When we launched our first unit, students were drawing
and mind mappina.
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A message from the PYP coordinator

MySchool is now in its sixth year of existence adopting the Primary Years Programme
curriculum framework of the International Baccalaureate for the primary school. Our
teachers are familiar with the PYP philosophy and methodology and are IB trained PYP
educators. We find the PYP programme both challenging and very exciting.
Fundamental to this programme is the recognition that children are natural inquirers
who will develop socially, physically and educationally at different times and at different
speeds, as we believe that education is a process, not a race.

Developing the international awareness and understanding has always been an
integral element in MySchool philosophy. Like The Primary Years Programme (PYP),
MySchool fosters international mindedness by focusing on the global concepts that
allow students to think deeply, encourage discovery, research, collaboration and
communication. In PYP, students are motivated to think independently and critically to
take the responsibility of their own learning.

Students are encouraged to raise a sense of awareness towards the human condition
through their personal experiences and those of the others in their national and
international community.

At MySchool, we do believe in the quality of the PYP teaching philosophy and how it
supports students to progress and improve their 21st century skills.

The implementation of the program would help us develop the concept of leadership
and the creation of young leaders who are able to easily deal with the global issues
and changes in a positive and contributing way.

We also believe that the uniqueness of the PYP learner profile would contribute in
developing students and citizens who respect all the people with their different
nationalities, customs and beliefs in a global peaceful world.

Amna Bashir Al Baji
MySchool PYP Coordinator
Head of the English Department
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What is The Primary Years Programme (PYP) ?

The Primary Years Program (PYP) adopts a student centered and a trans-
disciplinary teaching philosophy that helps the students to develop a set of
values based on international mindedness. The students demonstrate a set of
attributes that are shown through the IB learner profile. In fact, the beliefs and
values of PYP are embodied in the IB learner profile ( in action). The IB tends
to develop internationally minded citizens who promote peace all over the
world.

As a school community ( students, teachers and administrators), we believe
that we are long life learners who constantly seek knowledge and so are the
parents.

MySchool adopts the PYP curriculum framework which essential elements
are knowledge, concept, skills,attitudes and action and which are reflected in
the learner profile.

Moreover, a set of attitudes has to be promoted among the school
community. These attitudes are appreciation, commitment, confidence,
cooperation, creativity, curiosity, empathy, enthusiasm, independence,
integrity, respect and tolerance; noting that these attitudes are also related to
the learner profile.

Finally, students are encouraged to raise a sense of awareness towards the
human condition through their personal experiences and those of the others
in their national and international community.

This is the kind of students we hope will graduate from MySchool, the PYP
school, the kind of students who in the struggle to establish a personal set of
values, will be laying the foundation upon which international mindedness
will develop and flourish. The IB Learner Profile is central to the philosophy of
the program.
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MySchool PYP students exemplify the following attributes

Inquirers

They develop their natural curiosity. They
acquire the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show independence
in learning. They actively enjoy learning and
this love of learning will be sustained
throughout their lives

Knowledgeable

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that
have local and global significance. In so
doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and
develop understanding across a broad and
balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers

They exercise initiative in applying thinking
skills critically and creatively to recognize

and approach complex problems, and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators

They understand and express ideas and
information confidently and creatively in
more than one language and in a variety of
modes of communication. They work
effectively and willingly in collaboration with
others.

Principled

They act with integrity and honesty, with a
strong sense of fairness, justice and respect
for the dignity of the individual, groups and
communities. They take responsibility for
their own actions and the consequences that
accompany them.

MySchool Newsletter

Open-minded

They understand and appreciate their own
cultures and personal histories, and are open
to the perspectives, values and traditions of
other individuals and communities. They are
accustomed to seeking and evaluating a
range of points of view, and are willing to
grow from the experience.

Caring

They show empathy, compassion and respect
towards the needs and feelings of others.
They have a personal commitment to service,
and act to make a positive difference to the
lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers

They approach unfamiliar situations and
uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and have the independence of spirit to
explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They
are brave and articulate in defending their
beliefs.

Balanced

They understand the importance of
intellectual, physical and emotional balance
to achieve personal well-being for themselves
and others.

Reflective

They give thoughtful consideration to their
own learning and experience. They are able
to assess and understand their strengths and
limitations in order to support their learning
and personal development.

2017-2108 6



1stissue September 26, 2017

Our first Primary Years Programme (PYP) Unit of Inquiry this year is:

“Who we are”

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal,
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships
including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and
responsibilities; what it means to be human.

MySchool Programme Of Inquiry
If you think you can contribute to a unit of inquiry, please contact the PYP
Coordinator through the following email address :
emna.beji@myschool.edu.om.
We value experts and guest speakers!

KG1 Central idea: Maintaining good relationships leads to a
better society.
Lines of Inquiry:

*  Our relationship with people around us (Kindergarten).

My Family and my responsibility towards its members
* The impact of our behavior on our relationship

KG 2 Central idea: We take care of our bodies for our well-
being.
Lines of Inquiry:

e Our body parts

» The importance of healthy food.

* The importance of daily healthy habits.

Grade 1 Central idea: We develop our identities as we enter a
new environment.
Lines of Inquiry:

* Introducing oneself

« My family’s role in shaping who | am

* Interacting with others at school

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 7
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MySchool Programme Of Inquiry

If you think you can contribute to a unit of inquiry, please contact the PYP

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

MySchool Newsletter

Coordinator through the following email address :

emna.beji@myschool.edu.om.

We value experts and guest speakers!

Central idea: Respecting differences in others helps us
get along.
Lines of Inquiry:
* People are different (nationalities - languages -
religions - colours)
« The harmful effects of having bad behaviour
habits.

» Respecting the rules help us get along . (in the
classroom, at home, at school, in the community)

Central idea: The mutual relationships between people
and other cultures help us to explore fun.
Lines of Inquiry:
e Our families and friends affect in our life in
different ways.
* Our traditions and costumes reflect our

personality
 What we can learn through play

Central idea: Our customs and habits affect our lives.
Lines of Inquiry:

* The meaning of customs and habits

* The influence of customs and habits on our lives

* Preserving our customs and habits to maintain
our identities

2017-2108 8
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MySchool Programme Of Inquiry

If you think you can contribute to a unit of inquiry, please contact the PYP

Grade 5

Grade 6

Coordinator through the following email address :

emna.beji@myschool.edu.om.

We value experts and guest speakers!

Central idea: The components of our heritage and their
role in looking ahead.
Lines of Inquiry:
* What are the components of our heritage
» Factors affecting our human history
* The role of man in preserving the heritage
components that qualify for a brilliant future.

Central idea: The decisions we make everyday
influence who we are and who we want to be.
Lines of Inquiry:
* Factors that influence our decisions
» Decision-making processes for groups &
individuals.
* Impact or consequences that decisions can have

MySchool Newsletter

Who we are.
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Welcome to all of the MySchool family. | am especially excited about this
year, as we will witness many new things both in the school and within the
Maths Department and the school. The Maths department is focused and
prepared for this year.

Our teaching approaches in
Grades 1-6 will be inquiry based
following the PYP philosophy and
in Grades 7-9 will follow the
Cambridge philosophy preparing
these students to write the IGCSE
in Grade 10.

I'm excited as it means that our
students will have better
opportunities throughout the year
to really grasp Maths. We will
continue with the MyMaths a
precious tool to assist your children with their maths.

Learning about Ratio

It is our mission as teachers within the Department to ensure that the best
teaching methods are employed so that students and teachers learn
collaboratively to better assist your child with their maths.

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 10
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1. Our objectives for the year are
simple To ensure that each child
enjoys Maths and masters a new
level of confidence in Maths by

mastering the necessary concepts
and skills.

2. No students will be left behind
which means that everyone will be
able to achieve the basic minimum
in Maths. We encouraged
participation from the home
towards the students learning
process.

In short we will achieve the best
results and be one of the leading
Departments in the school. Parents

are free to contact me at any time with their

praise for the teachers or concerns about [ il VIGTeFltrrd s

your child’'s Maths progress
(rick.james@myschool.edu.om). Welcome one and

all.
Mr Rick
H @) D

Mathematics

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 11
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Science is living! Science is participatory!

Through study of science students will see that all of Science is
interconnected and all of Science is relevant to our lives. We believe it is of
vital importance that this foundation be given to the next generation, since
they will need to be well-equipped, well-informed and better able to make
important decisions in our changing world.

Objectives of the Department:

I. Understand and apply basic research methods, including experimental
design, data analysis and interpretation. (Research Methods Goal)

o Students will be able to design an experiment and understand its
strengths and weaknesses.

o Students will be able to select an appropriate method to test a
hypothesis.

o Students will be able to conduct a properly controlled experiment.

o Students will be able to set up equipment to carry out an experiment.

o Students will be able to collect and analyze data from experiments.

o Students will be able to use iPad/tablet to research and create
assignment, projects..

o Students will have a working knowledge of basic scientific equipment to
collect and analyze data.

2. Understand and apply other approaches to analyze, interpret and model

scientific processes. (Quantitative Goal)
Students will master graphing skills (e.g., scaling and data
transformations) for visualizing experimental results.
o Students are expected to understand
mathematical formulas concerning Physics, Chemistry &
Biology concepts and draw inferences from them.

Measuring the pulse

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 12
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o Students will understand how numbers are manipulated (e.g.,
normalization) to yield interpretable results.
o Students will understand what the terms statistical significance and

confidence intervals mean. Students will understand what mathematical modeling of
scientific concept means.
3. Use critical thinking and reasoning, skeptical inquiry and scientific approach to
solve problems. (Critical Thinking Goal)
. Students will be able to conduct a relevant literature review to create a
hypothesis.
. Students will be able to read and evaluate scientific literature.
. Students will be able to make connections between diverse facts and
observations to develop an understanding of basic core concepts.
. Students will be able to draw appropriate conclusions from
experimental results.
4. Demonstrate writing and oral communication skills important for
communicating scientific ideas. (Communications Goal)
* Students will communicate experimental results in an understandable
manner.
 Students will demonstrate effective oral presentation skills.
* Students will collaboratively produce scientific reports from laboratory and
or classroom assignments.
* Students will produce oral presentations
5. Inquiry approach towards learning
* Students find solution by asking, sharing, investigating, researching

Ms. Fazeela Shihab
Head of Science Department

Measuring the weight
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MYSCHOOL TECHNOLOGY

A tenacious and innovative technology curriculum across all grade levels
allows students to grow instinctively by introducing graduating skills that
build on previous learning, empowering our children to achieve greater
success via preparedness and proficiency with the technical literacy
requirements of the 21st century.

Through 25 units of ubiquitous access and efficient use of technology,
MySchool teachers and students will:

¥ Collaborate with peers, teacher, student, and the global community.
¥ Efficiently collect, accumulate, and inquire data.

¥ Develop an understanding of digital citizenship that will ultimately define
them as members of a global community.

¥ Increase technology-related skills.

The pupils of KG to Grade 6 are part of an
1:1 iPad program. However, the 7th
graders to 9th graders are provided with
MacBook Pro laptops. By providing our
students with an iPad or laptop, they will
be able to connect to the internet for
research purposes, capture/edit photos,
videos, and audio, communicate by e-mail,
read, write, annotate, highlight, type, and
all of the above combined. iPads and
laptops allow students to express their
knowledge in a different way.

iMac LAB

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 14
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Technology Integration Examples in MySchool:

¥ Smart classrooms equipped with at least one desktop, a smartboard and high
speed internet.

¥ The online learning platform ManageBac is accessible for parents, students
and teachers. Most class information such as resources, homework, and
assignments/ projects can be found there.

¥ Google accounts and Email ID provided to students and faculty which
enhances their communication and collaboration skills with apps like Gmail,
Google Drive class folders, Docs, Slides and Calendar.

¥ An Extra ICT curriculum for our students from grade 1 to grade 8 as below:

GRADE COURSE

Grade 1 Introduction to Taroos

Grade 2 Introduction to Scratch

Grade 3 | Taroos

Grade 4 | Scratch

Grade 5 | P4K

Grade 6 | Mechanics

Grade 7 | Mechanics

Grade 8 | Basic Electronics (PBL)

Meeting with EV trainer

Please feel free to contact me or email me about the extra ICT
Tel: 95343707, E-mail: curriculum
iris.eltinnay@myschool.edu.om

Iris ELtinnay

Head of Information and Technology Department

MySchool Newsletter 2017-2108 15
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