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Given the dramatic acceleration of the use of Information Technology the world is
witnessing to overcome the challenges caused by the spread of the Covid19- virus, we
at MySchool are continuing the journey we already started in 2012 directed by a clear
objective to integrate technology into teaching and learning and to build a student
community that is characterized by a growth mindset that allows the pupils to reach
the essence of the learner profile attributes of being a critical thinker and a
knowledgeable pupil. Indeed, MySchool community is committed to academic
honesty ethics to ensure that the advanced technology is effectively and appropriately
used within the curriculum framework. From this standpoint, we are striving towards
achieving the goals of the teaching and learning approaches adopted by MySchool
with the implementation of good tech-based educational practices which consequently
affect the various ways students deal with the different types of activities throughout
all the stages of the process starting from the reception and processing of the

information all the way to the recording and documenting of the learning.

Samia Moosa AL Balushi
MySchool Principal



VISION

critical thinkers and

responsible citizens in a
peaceful world.

MISSION

MySchool aims to
develop a learner who
believes in the hopes of
the homeland, meets the
aspirations of the
progress and bears in
mind the international
changes. A learner who
is deep-rooted in the
Omani values and

heritage, familiar with all

the methods enabling to
be an inquirer and a
lifelong learner.




MySchool Background

MySchool was founded in 2012, led by an experienced Omani leadership and is adopting the
Primary Years, and Middle Years IB programmes and the Bilingual General Diploma for high
school students.

Fundamental to our teaching and learning approach is the recognition that children are natural
inquirers who will develop socially, physically and academically in different times and at
different speeds, as we believe that education is a process, not a race.

To cope with the international approaches to education, meet the IB requirements and respond to
the learners’ needs, MySchool has adopted the inquiry-based & concept-based approaches to
teaching and learning which we think allow students to develop as critical thinkers, and problem
solvers. Students are able to own their learning, inquire into, investigate, take decisions, transfer
and apply what they are learning in school to real life.

Developing international mindedness among the school community has always been an integral
element of MySchool philosophy. Indeed, we focus on the global concepts that allow students to
think deeply. We encourage investigation, research, collaboration and communication as key
elements of the teaching and learning practices. As a result, students are motivated to think
independently and critically to take the responsibility of their own learning and to raise a sense
of awareness towards the human condition through their personal experiences and those of the
others in their national and international communities.

At MySchool, we pay close attention to students’ language needs and abilities to ensure they are
able to reach their full potential and to cope with national and international challenges. Students
learn through a bilingual program that offers English as the language of instruction and Arabic
as their mother tongue to maintain their cultural identity in addition to French as a third
language and the Mandarin as a fourth.

We think that when students learn an additional language, other than their mother tongue, they
will develop a broader understanding of other cultures as well as accept the others with all their
differences.

The implementation of the IB programs helped us to develop the concept of leadership and the
creation of young leaders who are able to easily deal with the global issues and changes in a
positive and contributing way.

We also believe that the uniqueness of the IB learner profile contributes in developing students
as citizens who respect all the people with their different nationalities, customs and beliefs in a
global peaceful world.
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The Primary Years Programme (PYP)

MySchool, an authorised IB school in 2018, follows the Primary Years Program (PYP)
for students aged 3 to 12. With the enhancements in PYP, students’ agency-voice,
choice and ownership, is considered in the heart of the learning and teaching. This will
encourage active, inquiring students who take responsibility for their own learning. A
commitment to agency creates a culture in the learning community where students
co-construct and self-adjust their learning experiences, building self-efficacy, a greater
sense of learning ownership and contributing to their social, emotional and cognitive

growth.
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A set of ten learner profile attributes is the common language of our school community to
describe and reflect on the school culture, communications, feedback, and expectations. They
are infused within the programme of inquiry as well as throughout the life of the school. They
support students’ development of international mindedness and in taking action for positive
change. We strive to become Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled,
Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers, Balanced, Reflective.

Through taking individual and collective action,
students come to understand the responsibilities associated with being internationally minded
and appreciate the benefits of working with others for a shared purpose. When students
experience that taking actions make a difference, they see themselves as competent, capable
and active agents of change.

during the final year of PYP. Exhibition is
a powerful demonstration of agency, reflecting students’ capacity to take action on an issue
they have chosen to explore.



Transdisciplinarity means considering disciplines in relational terms rather than in
isolationist or oppositional terms. Subject knowledge is not an end, but a means to illuminate
larger, more integrative ends through key and related concepts. Learning is not confined
within the boundaries of traditional subjects, but is supported and enriched by them. The six
transdisciplinary themes have fundamental importance in planning across the grade levels.

Transdisciplinary themes:

Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and
spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures;
rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the
discoveries, explorations and

migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the interconnectedness of individuals
and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.

Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture,
beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our
appreciation of the aesthetic.

Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical and
biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of
scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.

Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of
organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the
environment.

Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other
people and other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.



( Thinking, Communication, Social, Self Management and Research) are crucial in supporting
students to effectively learn and succeed inside and outside of school.They pave the way for
students to develop cognitive and metacognitive skills. When combined with the learner profile,
development of the approaches to learning will help students to become self- regulated, active
and agentic learners. We identify one's own approaches to learning sub-skills to support learners,
school context and consider progressions of sub-skills development across the continuum.

1s our leading pedagogical approach and the basis for all learning and teaching in PYP.
Play-based learning, problem-based learning, collaboration, experimentation, and explicit
teaching all have a place in this approach. This will facilitate students’ exploration of the
transdisciplinary themes or subject-specific knowledge to become critical and creative
thinkers, researchers, collaborators and communicators. Our learning and teaching is
mapped vertically and horizontally in the programme of inquiry and approached through
concept-based inquiry—engaging students with significant ideas to promote meaningful
learning experiences and conceptual understandings.

Alongside the seven key concepts(Form, Function, Causation, Change, Connection,
Perspective, Responsibility ), a range of related concepts may arise from the central ideas
and the concepts to strengthen the ongoing inquiry process.



is ongoing and integral to teaching and learning. Four pivotal dimensions of
assessment—monitoring, documenting, measuring, and reporting—support knowledge and
skills acquisition, the development of deep conceptual understandings, and self- regulated
learning. We strive to nurture students who are able to reflect on their learning, identify or
co-construct learning goals and success criteria, develop metacognitive skills, give and receive
feedback and consider next steps to consolidate their learning.

1s core to our learning community for the sake of international-mindedness.
Multilingualism is appreciated and supported through offering English, Arabic, French
and Mandarin in our school.

is supporting students from ages 3-6, KG 1, KG 2 and Gradel, underlining the importance
of this foundational period. We offer a minimum of four units of inquiry each year for this
age range.

play-based learning is the primary vehicle for inquiry, supporting thoughtful and intentional
opportunities for child-initiated play, hands-on learning, and the co-construction of learning
between teachers and young learners. Through play and exploration, students will learn to
inquire as they build and test theories to help make sense of the world around them.




Middle Years Programme (MYP)

MySchool is a Candidate School* for the Middle Years Programme. This school is
pursuing authorization as an IB World School. These are schools that share a common
philosophy—a commitment to high quality, challenging, international education that
MySchool believes is important for our students. *Only schools authorized by the IB
Organization can offer any of its four academic programmes: the Primary Years
Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), the Diploma Programme, or
the Career-related Programme (CP). Candidate status gives no guarantee that
authorization will be granted.

For further information about the IB and its programmes, visit www.ibo.org

MySchool is a candidate International Baccalaureate that pursues the Middle Years Programme
( MYP) for learners aged 16-11. The MYP motivates learners to make valuable connections
between what they learn at school and the world. In our MYP classes, learners learn through
different teaching approaches mainly the concept-based, project-based, and inquiry-based
teaching and learning approaches which would lead to the application of different types of
assessment tools and strategies. At MySchool, students fulfill their passions by completing
community and personal projects in grades 9 and 10 respectively empowering them to make
positive choices and decisions in their lifestyle and opt for changes in their local communities.

Learners are also provided with the opportunities to show their strengths and achievement while
using ATL skills like communicating, self-managing, searching, and thinking skills.

Another great benefit and unique teaching approach adopted in MySchool is interdisciplinary
learning, whereby learners build a strong understanding across subjects.

Moreover, students develop as confident communicators who are able to respectfully understand
others with their differences.




Personal Project

Personal Project is a subject group in the IB world that teaches how
to do an academic project which serves others. The students will
practice different skills in line with a bid idea to make a production. It
helps the learners to boost their approaches to learning and connect
them to the real world. In addition, it prepares the students for taking
student projects at university level.

It consists of four main criteria that should be implemented in order.
They include “Investigation, Planning, Action, Feedback™ and
students record each step in their process journals. The school
authorities guide the learners and control the growth rate and honesty
of each project. In the end, they will come up with a self-made output
and essay that can be recorded as a prime achievement of their
academic experience.

Community Project

Community projects will engage the students in service-learning or doing service as an action for
society. There are two types of services which are direct and indirect. In the first one, the learners
interact with people, nature, or animals. They team up to build facilities or enhance a situation that
results in having a better society.

In the indirect format, the learners benefit the community or the environment by making social
forums, campaigns, or websites.

The learners will investigate, discuss, record, and plan for the project. They identify which
community to serve, how to do it, when to start each specific phase, and why the group should do
so. Then in the end, they will diagnose the deficiencies and enhance their output. If it did not meet
the standard criteria, the supervisor and coordinator will identify the faulty parts and lead the
corrections for presenting a cutting-edge final draft.

10



Approaches to learning (ATL) can be defined
as planned techniques of learning. A set of
attitudes and skills that can be gained in the
scope of learning experience. It results in the
learners’ cognitive and affective development
in five various axes, including “Thinking,
Communicative, Social, Research, and
Self-management skills”. ATL is also in line
with the concept-based idea of learning in the
IB world, driving the learning communities
beyond traditional classroom learning and
assessment and achieving academic and life
skills.

11

As teachers, ATL wants us to take innovative
vision in teaching, so as to implement
approaches to learning in our lectures and
assessments. These innovations are in both
teaching strategies and learning activities. The
learning steps out of a handbook and the
assessment is not just responding to a set of
questions. It also urges the learners to use
electronic gadgets, surf essays and share
knowledge collaboratively, it also capables
learners to apply and use their academic
learnings in their professional lives.

MYP

Why do we offer IB MYP at MySchool?

Research shows that students participating in

the MYP:

@) Build strong confidence in managing their

learning.

@ [mprove awareness of global challenges and
a responsibility to act as an accountable

citizen.

@ Lcarning by performing and doing and
connecting the knowledge they gain in class

to the real world.

‘ Have tremendous success in the IB DP

examinations.



Within a caring and productive learning environment, MySchool
seniors have the opportunity to excel academically under the
guidance of delicately selected, well-skilled and experienced
faculty who are committed to provide them with the support they
need through highly effective approaches to learning and teaching
to start their higher education journey confidently and to achieve
their personal goals.

Grade 11 and 12 students learn through a bilingual program
consisting of the following main subjects:

Arabic language (National curriculum)
Islamic studies (National curriculum)

Social studies (National curriculum)
English language (Oxford based curriculum)
Mathematics (Pure*/applied*)

Sciences ( Biology*, Chemistry*, Physics*)

*Students must choose only one of the starred subjects as a
mandatory subject.

Chemistry

12



IBRAHIM AL BALUSHI

Achieve my personal goals
Business and finance management.
Take outdoor tours to relieve stress.

Study well to ensure a successful career
after college.

I got high marks in all subjects

Achieve a high and satisfactory ratio.

To myself, my family and community.
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AHMED ALDOUGHAISHI

Achieve my personal goals.

Aviation (Commercial Pilot)

Organize and allocate time for studying
and rest.

Follow the instructions, rules, and
regulations approved in the school.

I was able to stay at home during the
quarantine period to protect myself and
my family from the risk of infection with
Covid19- virus.

Get high marks in all subjects tests

To my country and family.



MOHOMMED ALKHANJARI

Achieve my personal goals

Civil engineering

Determine break times between study sessions and
studying in a quiet place

Get the tasks done regularly and prepare the lesson before the actual session to reduce
stress

I was able to increase my study hours at home and organize my time more
Getting admission to the university that I aspire to enter

To myself and my family.

Free extra-support

IELTS Preparation o Focused attention on | Open-communication
classes when it is

course to all our students’ wellbeing channels between

students needed for all the stakeholders

core subjects

14



The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) measures the language
proficiency of people who want to study or work where English is used as a language
of communication. It uses a nine-band scale to identify proficiency levels, from
non-user (band score 1) through to expert (band score 9). For the students who want to
level up their degrees abroad, it is considered a major prerequisite for college
attendance.

—

N
|ELTS Speaking

The goal of the course is to provide students with an updated understanding of the
IELTS exam and prepare them for the mock exam at the end of each course. The
second objective is to diagnose and fix the weak areas in students' English language
knowledge and to improve the pace of reading and speaking.

We offer our learners a wide range of data and lessons in different stages. Students
attend the graded IELTS classes based on the standard placement test at the
beginning of the course. They go through a continuous learning, practicing, and
feedback cycle to deepen their knowledge and master all of the modules.

Learners are supposed to instill IELTS exam modules in themselves and level with
the international students who sit the same exam globally. They will improve their
fluency and accuracy and they can face any type of questions well.



When the new Academic year began on 13th of September 2020 at MySchool, what was customary of
the traditional first day of school was not seen. The school grounds were empty, and there was no buzz
of Children and Parents streaming in. There were no smiling (sometimes anxious) faces captured in “1st
Day of School" photo frames. No friends were reuniting with cheer after a long summer break. What
was known to be “normal” was nowhere to be found. Nevertheless, the new Academic Year began with

the “New Normal” apt for the beginning of the 21st Century within the 4th Industrial Revolution.

The MySchool learning community gathered virtually as brick-and-mortar classrooms transitioned into
virtual classrooms. Teachers evolved into Bitmoji technical whizzes as they sought the best and most
creative means to turn concrete apparatus into interactive manipulatives, and tests into quizzes. Parents
stepped into their children’s shoes as they restarted their schooling journey, learned how to "turn in,"
log in, and joined with enthusiasm in Google Meet sessions with wonder and song. The children were
thrilled to go on Virtual Tours and submit their work from the top of a tree.

They developed communication skills as they learnt how to listen to each other and Mic on and off.
They displayed inherent creativity in their agency of using their environment and skills to reflect their
understanding of the concepts learnt. Despite initial challenges to get everyone connected, the
transition period saw the up-skilling of our Staff, Students, and their Families. When His Late Majesty,
Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said envisioned a knowledge-based society for Oman, he stated, “We will
teach our children, even if it is under a tree.” When the Covid-19 virus prevented our children from
attending schools, the strong learning ethos embodied by His Majesty’s vision within Schools and
Families enabled learning not to be hampered by the virus. We acknowledge the wonderful efforts of
all involved to ensure that learning continued and would like to express our sincere gratitude for your

support.

s
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Learning to write

legibly.

Boosting students

confidence.
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matific .

‘ Online mathematics

@ A comprehensive

platform with highly activities to teach

engaging activities. problem solving and
critical thinking

@ Covers pre-reading, through discovery.

reading,
phonics, sight words, @ Game based principles

comprehension,spelling, to encourage students to

learn.

vocabulary, gramma

and punctuation




Myschool is always keen to implement the latest trends in the Education

technology world at MSI Campus. JAMF is an exclusive Apple
management solution to maximize the learning potential of iPad and Mac
at MySchool.JAMF school MDM solution gives a more secure way to
manage iPads during this Pandemic situation. It allows MSI IT staff

Zero-touch deployment of devices based on the needs of class /instructor/
students.

MDM supports the online learning environment to provide the best
learning experience for teachers and students to prepare them for the
world.This tool gives our teachers and IT staff the ability to ensure
students and teachers have the apps they need, while safeguarding students
and their privacy. For example, Jamf allows us to suspend access to certain

apps or web pages that are primarily used for gaming or streaming

services.

- jamf

Zero-touch deployment allowing IT to provision devices based on the needs of each
school, class or instructor.

By adapting JAMF School MDM ( Mobile Device Management)
solution we offer :

App, website and functionality management for optimum security and student safety.
Dashboard allows IT to see the status of devices quickly and easily, identifying issues for remediation.

An incident system to keep track of whether and when devices have been damaged or other possible
problems have been detected.

Location support that, from a single location, manages each location and its devices, users and groups
separately.

Students devices are managed and customized using JAMF School MDM, which make sure that
students are not distracted by unnecessary applications that could take their attention away from
learning.

JAMF provides the Student app on the student’s iPad which used to distribute EBooks to students.
All the available Ebooks for different subjects are easily accessible for the students through the
“Student app”.

18



@ ManageBac

ManageBac is a program that works as a means of communication

between MySchool and the student guardian. It is an academic reference with a value for
education attainment. This program is effective for planning, evaluation, and drafting of
reports.

ManageBac provides coordinators, teachers, students, and parents with a more efficient
alternative to paper forms, Google docs on shared drives, and Google spreadsheets.

It is designed as a curriculum-first learning platform to support the effective implementation
and management of academic programmes such as the IB, as well as over 600 other standards.

Myschool successfully implemented Google suite services as a
fundamental educational tool for teaching and learning from 2015
onwards. We configured our system with advanced security features
and enhanced administration controls to keep the learning

environment safe and it helps to protect students' privacy .

During the pandemic time MySchool community adapted,
transformed and conducted the Online / Blended classes effectively
using GoogleEducation tools such as Classroom, Google Meet,
Google Docs, Google Forms, Google slides, Google sheets Google
site and Jamboard etc.

Students and teachers collaboratively share and organise their files
with the help of Google Drive.

19



MySchool provides a highly secured IT infrastructure for our students, and faculty through the
installation of the world's fastest leading Firewall network Fortigate on our campus. The Firewall
assures the secure access and appropriate web filtering to study and work, which is essential to
ensuring the continuity and security of the school environment.

To adapt to the technology changes happening in the educational field MSI is always
restructuring its I'T infrastructure to accommodate the way students learn today with technology.
To make sure our campus is secure and safe for all users, the firewall is contributing a major
role. We manage our devices including advanced threat protection, application control, IPS,
VPN, and web filtering through Firewall.

20



Language is omnipresent in the IB educational philosophy; “the role of language is valued as
central to developing critical thinking, which is essential for the cultivation of intercultural
awareness, international-mindedness and global citizenship.”

MySchool has developed a language curriculum that provides its students with greater
opportunities for communication and an openness to other cultures. Adopting the teaching of the
Chinese language, Mandarin (Han Yu / }X3& ) for all students from first to eighth grades, MySchool
has achieved a pioneering role in the Sultanate of Oman and the region as it is the only institution
that teaches it to students as a subject since the academic year 2019 - 2018.

In MySchool Mandarin language curriculum is taught as Language C; Mandarin as a foreign
language. This pathway is for non-native/non-heritage students. From an initial stage, the course
places a greater emphasis on functional communicative skills in listening, speaking and reading,
while students in this pathway use the ( Ni Hao Han Yu / fR4FX3& ) Mandarin approach and
website resources to support their learning. It is recommended that students practise the skills
learnt in the classroom within the wider community and in authentic language usage settings.

At MySchool we believe that learning languages allow students to be open-minded, confident
communicators. The French language has been taught at MySchool since 2012. Our students learn
this european language as a foreign language from grade three to grade 8. Like with other subjects,
teaching and learning happen in an encouraging environment where students are urged to express
themselves to acquire the communication and thinking skills. Teachers stimulate students’ motivation
and performance through a combined theory of game-based and fun learning and practicing the
language in authentic, simulated situations. It is also taught through translanguaging strategies which
“is a process in which students draw on known languages, naturally, flexibly, combining their
elements to meet communicative and social needs.” (IB PYP Translanguaging 2018 ).

21
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